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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-OI SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-I5 SAB-OI EB-II OMB-OI DRC-OI /109W 

068939 

R 182142Z JUN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 954 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 3488 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PN XR 

SUBJ: AYACUCHO COMMEMORATION/VENEZUELAN INITIATIVE - 
MERCADO INTERVIEW 

1. PERUVIAN PRIME MINISTER EDGARDO MERCADO JARRIN, IN WHAT EOREIGN 
MINISTRY DESCRIBED AS A TECHNICAL STOP, MADE UNOFFICIAL SIX HOUR 
VISIT TO PANAMA JUNE 17 ENROUTE TO LIMA EROM CARACAS WHERE HE 
HAD PRESIDED AT MEETING OF COMMISSION FOR COMMEMORATION OE 
AYACUCHO. 

2. IN AIRPORT INTERVIEW (SEE FBIS ITEM 180410Z JUN 74), MERCADO 

TOLD REPORTERS THAT WHILE AGENDA FOR AYACUCHO MEETING - WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS THREE-DAY AFFAIR BEGINNING DECEMBER 9 - HAD NOT YET 
BEEN PREPARED IT WOULD "UNDOUBTEDLY" CONTAIN SUBJECTS OE 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL NATURE. WITH REGARD TO VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT 
PEREZ'S CALL FOR MEETING OE LATIN AMERICAN PRESIDENTS, MERCADO 
STATED THAT IT WAS TOTALLY DIEFERENT FROM AYACUCHO GATHERING 
AND THAT WHILE COMMISSION MEMBERS HAD WELCOMED THE INITIATIVE 
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AND WOULD PASS IT ON TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS - THE COMMISSION WAS 
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NOT FORUM FOR DISCUSSING IDEA AND PEREZ WOULD HAVE TO PURSUE 
IT THROUGH NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTION, THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO REITERATED PERUVIAN SUPPORT FOR 
PANAMA'S CANAL ASPIRATIONS. 

JORDEN 
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